Data Management and Access Plan
This project will produce a variety of data types on a rolling basis. To efficiently receive, clean, process,
manage, archive and share this data both among the research team and the wider community, we will hire
a 50% FTE data manager/IT support specialist. The data will be made available to the research team for
the life of the collaborative group, and particular data types will be made publicly available as described
below. Data types will include:
1. Quantitative and qualitative data from quarterly, nationally representative surveys of American
adults.
2. Quantitative and qualitative data from content analyses of source material from diverse domains
(news media articles, press releases, reports, Congressional debates, etc.).
3. Quantitative and qualitative data from in-depth interviews with key actors and organizations in the
social amplification system, including interview transcripts and social network surveys.
All survey data will be initially stored and analyzed as SPSS or SAS files. All content analysis data will
be stored as Excel spreadsheet files and transcripts will be stored as Microsoft Word files. Since these
formats could become unreadable over time as software systems change, final versions of all datasets and
documents will also be exported to and made available as ASCII and/or CSV data files, with
accompanying command/syntax files, so future users will still be able to access the data, even if this
proprietary software is no long supported. Each data file will be cataloged in a single database, with
accompanying metadata (e.g., filename, author, abstract, producer, geographic coverage, temporal period
of collection, response rate, etc.) using Data Documentation Initiative standards.
National survey datasets will be publicly released and archived 18 months after final versions are
completed, to allow the research team time to publish initial results. All survey responses will be
voluntary, anonymous, confidential, and unidentifiable. All results will be released only as aggregate
statistics. Our research collaborators at Knowledge Networks will remove all identifiers from the dataset
before release to the rest of the research team. Survey datasets deposited in public archives will thus have
no individually identifiable information attached. Content analysis data will be acquired from publicly
available sources (e.g., news media stories, press releases, etc.), thus will not require special
confidentiality protection procedures. Any publicly released interview data will also be voluntary,
anonymous, confidential, and unidentifiable, unless the source has provided written permission to be
quoted by name. Interview transcripts will not be publicly released without the express written permission
of the interviewee. All archived survey and content analysis data and accompanying metadata will be
deposited and made publicly available through ICPSR at the University of Michigan.

